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Michael Jackson videos comparison
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the essay, I look at the comparison between the two videos of Michael Jackson, which are the ''Thriller'' and ''Beat it'' in terms of the character background, technology, costumes, character choreography used in the two videos and finally, the analysis of the two videos.
 According to (Rickey 2020), Michael Jackson was born on 29th August 1958, Gary, in the United States. He made several songs throughout his music career, but the one that had fans dancing was ''Thriller.'' Most people thought it was most appropriate for Halloween since he released the song a month after Halloween. Michael released the hit song ‘’Thriller’’ on 30th November 1982, making it the number one song on the billboard. It featured various guest stars, which elevated him to the world superstar. The thriller helped him capture a slew of multiple awards, which included the recording of eight Grammys, retained n top for two years, sold over 40 million copies, and also held the history of being the best seller for a very long time. After a successful album, not even a year later, Jackson hit billboard again with his new single ''Beat it'' on 30th April 1983. Making it number one hit on Billboard Hot 100, becoming one of the most popular songs in the '80s. 
During the Jackson era, technology was not that developed as it is in this 21st century. People can currently record music, songs, and videos using their smartphones, laptops, and even mouth called beatboxing. In reference to ''Thriller'' being a dance-oriented video,  Jackson had to record with hand guitars and drum machines, instead of doing it from the computers as it is done using the more advanced technology. Despite technology being not as it is in this 21st century, Jackson was the most influential 20th century culture. Both music videos ‘’Thriller’’ and ‘‘Beat it’’ did not have quality color as we are having now due to the more advanced technology. Due to the technology used in recording some years back, watching the videos from the '80s and '90s was like watching old western movies from the 1700s. 
The two albums are different, but also have a few things in common. In ''Thriller'' you can see Jackson wearing a red and black leather jacket, and in ''Beat it'' at the beginning, Jackson is seen in another leather jacket, but only at this time, it is all red. (I am guessing he has a taste for leather jackets). In ''Beat it'', he plays the right guy with two different groups of men, one group wearing all black and the other group wearing street clothes. From looking at the two videos, their quality resembles those of the '90s. But on the ''Thriller'' he is this zombie coming from the dead with torn, dirty clothes on with that quality also looking like those of 90's version picture. To top the scene off, you see the dead rising from their graves, of course, from the movie they watched earlier in the video.
In relation to the two videos' choreography, here, I consider time, energy, and space used in performing the videos; Jackson at least keeps 10-20 dancers when dancing in a vast group. In both videos, a spacious area is used to perform the videos so that all his dancers can get a scene in his music videos. He has these significant dance moves, including side slide, Toe stand, which he does with his toes' help. While dancing, he stands on top of his toes, and this makes this video stand out. Jackson as well involves excellent and quality dance movements, which were so impressive. Also, the speed, rhythm, and the syncopation of the entire dance movements were good to watch.
I can relate to these videos because in the ‘‘Thriller,'' you can see that the young lady playing her role as his girlfriend is frightened by the scary movies. I also do not like movies that are scary because they give me dreams I consider wrong after watching such scary movies; this is why it was named ''Thriller''. The original name he wanted to name this song ''Midnight Man'' or ''Starlight'' but instead, his writer rod Temperton thought otherwise. I mostly appreciate ''Beat it'' because it shows us the concept of not fighting even if you are a bad guy. You see, two groups come together, ready to go against each other. Eventually, they come together as one. For instance, 2020 has been indeed ''Beating'' us mentally, our butts since December 2019. We, as the human race, have to come together united to ensure we defeat the Covid-19 virus rather than not following the guidance from the government, which will lead to the spread of the virus. Michael Jackson has impacted my life tremendously. The videos indeed have taught me how to embrace different ethnicities and cultures, loving one another in any situation; however, severe it is. You are not alone, black and white Earth song, and more.
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